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Francis of Assisi was the creator of the first Christmas crèche.  By doing this he was urging the church to 
“Preach the gospel at all times.  If necessary, use words.”  That is what he was doing when he set up the 
first Christmas crèche in the year 1223 at the grotto of Greccio in Italy.  He wanted to make the human-
ity of Jesus more accessible to the people of his day.  He used the crèche and the animals to call the   
people back to their basic humanity and unity with all creation through the very humble birth of Jesus. 
 
As you enter the sanctuary throughout advent may you hear the gospel preached and may our crèche  
remind you each Sunday of our Lord’s humanity.  The theme this Advent is “The light shines in the 
darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.”  Just as Christ is the light of the world may we too shine 
in the lives of others this year.  Be an instrument of Christ as you reach out in service, make a commit-
ment to attend church all four Sundays of advent, collect items for the seafarers, attend the Advent    
family evening, enjoy the Cantata – you can choose and I promise your life will be blessed with the joy 
that serving and worshipping our Lord brings.  Preach the Gospel of the light of the world in your      
actions!  If necessary at times, you may use words!  “The light shines in the darkness and the darkness 
does not overcome it!”  (John 1:5)  Now those words preach, see you in Church!�
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FEATURED ARTIST:   
  NANCY TRIBOLET 
The Art Show will feature the art of Nancy Tribolet 
started Sunday, November 23rd.  Don't miss seeing 
Nancy's show....she is an extremely talented 
and motivated lady. Don't forget that  
purchases of art help finance church  
activities.....30% of the purchase price is  
donated to APC causes!  

SHOWSHOWSHOW   
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Congregational Meeting 
The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for December 14th for the purpose of approving the slate of 
officers for the 2012 class of elders and Deacons which will be presented by the Nominating Committee. 
 
Dedicating Our Pledges 
On Sunday December 14th we will be dedicating our pledges to the Glory of God.  As we approach that date be 
in prayer for our church, for your decision, and ask God to lead us to the work of God’s kingdom.  We will have 
pledge cards available the first week of December.  If you need us to mail one to you please call Laurie and she will 
do so.  On that Sunday we will be asking you to also pledge your time to the church.  Again we will have commit-
ment lists available that ask you to think about where you are willing to serve.  In the next two weeks prayer about 
your time commitment to the church and your financial commitment to the church.  We need both and trust that 
God will lead you and guide you.  There are many issues driving our decisions in these uncertain days do not let the 
problems of the time change your personal commitment to the church and its work. 
 
Advent Bible Study 
Pastor Hannan will have an Advent Bible Study on Wednesdays at 8:45 a.m.  We will have a special advent study 
entitled The Birth of God: Recovering the Mystery of Christmas.  This book is written by The Reverend John 
Rogers, a Presbyterian minister.  In it he explores the mystery and meaning of the profound Christmas message, 
“God with us.”  The author uses poetry, Scripture, and hymn references to offer us a deeper knowledge of the God 
who chose to dwell among us, and who still does.  Perhaps this will be a time that you peel away from the season 
and choose to take some time to ponder what the mystery of the season changes about the way you live your life.  
 
Email Prayer List 
We are trying to develop a way to communicate prayer concerns to the congregation.  If you are interested in get-
ting an email when a prayer concern is put on our prayer list, please give Laurie a call.  We will not be finalizing 
this until January, but we are trying to see if there is a need.  

It is time to get your order in for Christmas poin-
settias. Order forms and envelopes are on the 
table in the Narthex. The cost is $12 per plant 
and checks should be made out to APC. Please 
use the envelopes provided and place them in the 
offering plate! Orders need to be in by December 
14th. 



 

 

CHRISTMAS  
FROM A DIFFERENT ANGLE 
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Contemplative Photography Class 
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THE LITTLE BOOK OF 
 
 
 

Seeing with wonder, 
respect, and humility 

 
 

HOWARD ZEHR 
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FINANCIAL PEACE 
 

�
�� )���������4����� ���

� �
� 
��� �"� �
��!�
� �
���� 7<�
 ���� ��!�
��� � �
�"�  ���� ���� ����� ���
-�������� :7
�� ���� :8�
�� ���� ����
��!������9��!��"�78�
��
�

>�

� "�!� 
��� ����� ����� ��� �
�
� �����
�
������� ���

?� � �
�� ��

������"� ��� ��
������� 
�

���� �
� ������ ���
��������
����*���
���@�����4����
�������1�����
4!���
����"�!�����������
���� �

-��������<�������7=�
������
�� ��������� �
>����
��"
A24	�����:==8B���

>�� �������
����������
�������9��!��"��

�

-��������7=���C&<=������
�2�!����������!�"�

�� >
���.
�5�!��9�
!
�/� ?� ��
�"������������
�D��
����
  

���������	
��
�����	
He will rejoice over you. You will rest in his love; he will sing & be joyful about you.  Zephaniah 3:17 
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Are you interested in being part of a new 
small group forming to study this new  
Living the Questions curriculum, “First 
Light: Jesus and the Kingdom of God”, 
featuring John Dominic Crossan and Mar-
cus Borg.  The group would possibly meet 

on Sunday afternoon or evening depending on the preference of 
the members of the group.  E-mail Linda Purves at 
linda@apchumble.org if you would like to know more. 
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The 2009 Mission Yearbooks 
are in, but there are a limited 
number of them available.  If 
you’d like a copy, please, see 
Linda Purves.  
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The Peacemaking Offer-
ing that was received on      
October 5th totaled 
$1,318.92. If you recall, 
25% of the total amount 
remains in the Church 
Peacemaking Fund to be    
designated at the discre-
tion of the Mission  
Committee. This year, 
that portion of the church 
fund was designated for 
New Covenant Presby-
tery Area Hurricane IKE 
Aid. The Mission com-
mittee elected to provide 
additional money from 
the committee’s allotted 
annual budget for a con-
tribution of $1,000.00.  
Thanks to all who par-
ticipated in the offering. 

  
 

 
The Mission Committee and the Mission Market Place Planning Team would like to 
thank everyone – workers and shoppers alike!! - who helped made Mission Market Place 
2008 a great success! 
 

If you are new to APC or not quite sure exactly about the purpose of Mission Market 
Place, you should know that Mission Market Place is a unique event in the life of  Atas-
cocita Presbyterian Church.  We do no fundraising for our church or any of its programs, 
groups, projects or funds at Mission Market Place.  All monies collected are returned di-
rectly to the various local and global missions, charities and non-profit agencies repre-
sented at Mission Market Place by the various groups in our church who both sell mer-
chandise and offer opportunities for alternative gift giving. 
 

Thank you to everyone in the following groups who so generously shared their time and 
energy!  Atascocita Presbyterian Women raised funds for Bead for Life, the Equal Ex-
change Coffee Project and the Faith Ministry Scholarship; the APW Needlers supported 
both afghans for  Afghans and Warm up America.  The Creative Learning Center raised 
money for the M. D. Anderson Children’s Art Project.  Heifer International was the bene-
ficiary of the efforts of the Children’s Sunday School.  The Deacons collected funds for 
the Pajama Program.  Our Chancel Choir supported Ten Thousand Villages, and our Bell 
Choir supported Presbyterian Children’s Homes & Services.  Seniors and Friends raised 
funds for SEARCH, and the Mission Committee supported HAAM, cedepca and Includ-
ing Kids. 
 

Thank you, too, to APC’s awesome chili chefs!  The APC Men supported Houston Habi-
tat for Humanity through their annual chili cook-off.  Be sure to ask the following gour-
mands for their recipes:  Judge’s Picks – Rex Merrick and Gary Denmon; People’s 
Choices – Tim Brown and Bill Mumford. 
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 Please come to worship 
and enjoy the Chancel 
Choir’s offering of music 
as they sing the  “Night 
of Wonder, Night of 
Joy” Christmas Cantata 
on Sunday, December 14.  
The choir, under the di-
rection of Joe Weir and 
accompanied by Carl 
Braden, have been dili-
gently   preparing their 

hearts and voices for this time of advent adoration at a 
single 10:30 worship service on that day.  Those who 
regularly attend the 8:30 service, are encouraged to 
worship at 10:30 on this one service Sunday. 

����������������
This Sunday, December 7th, during the service, the 
elders will be passing out a gift to each and every one 
of you.  That gift is a request for volunteers in many 
d i f f e r e n t  areas of the 
c h u r c h .  Please look 
at this list and find one 
or two or even more 
items that you would 
be willing to do in the 
coming year.  Some of the 
jobs are large and some are 
short term.  Find the   
areas that fit your lifestyle 
and your s c h e d u l e .  
Service is a gift that God 
gives us and when we do not serve we are not enjoying 
the fullness of our faith.   



 

 Seniors & Friends is pleased to invite the congregation to a performance by the Madrigal Singers of Atascocita High 
School on Wednesday, December 3rd at 10:30a.m.  Mr. Joe Weir is the director of this marvelously talented group. A 
light lunch will be served and a love offering for the Madrigals will be accepted.  Please R.S.V.P. on the sign-up sheet in 
the narthex of the church.  
 
Seniors & Friends is for the retired as well as any friend that might also wish to enjoy a special presentation, visit to a 
museum, good conversation, meals in various local restaurants--the group is always open to suggestions and anyone in 
the church is welcome to come to any or all of the programs.  Meets on the first Wednesday of the month, usually at 
10:00 a.m. but time is also dependent on the program or field trip.  Come to the musical presentation for December and 

enjoy lunch--look at the schedule for the year 2009 and circle the dates on your calendar.   
 

The Spring Schedule is as follows: 
 January 7 - Lunch at an area restaurant.  “What’s Your Resolution?” 
 February 14 - Lunch and a trip to the museum. 
 March 4 - Lunch and Tour Presbytery Offices 
 April 1 - Lunch at Discovery Green in Houston 
 May 6 - Lunch at Atascocita Presbyterian Church. Program TBA.  

What Is the Christmas Joy Offering? 
 

A Presbyterian tradition for almost seventy years, the Christmas Joy Of-
fering is one of the four special   offerings designated by the General As-
sembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to provide congregations 
direct ways of supporting specific causes that help those in need. 
 

Allocation of Offering Recipients 
 

The receipts from the Offering are distributed equally to the Board of 
Pensions for assistance programs and to National Ministries of the Gen-
eral Assembly Council to support Presbyterian racial ethnic education. 

 

The Board of Pensions Receives 50% of the Offering 
 

Through the Board of Pensions’ Financial Assistance Programs, the 
Christmas Joy Offering recognizes the faithfulness of current and retired 
church workers by providing funds to help them through difficult times. 
 

To help retired church workers and their surviving spouses, the board 
offers Income Supplements to raise incomes to a level where retirees can 
live modestly and continue to maintain their independence. 
�

Presbyterian Racial Ethnic Schools and Colleges Receive 50% of the  
Offering 

 

 The Presbyterian Church has long promoted education through establish-
ing and supporting racial ethnic schools. Christmas Joy Offering funds 
provide scholarships to deserving students as well as help with basic op-
erating costs. These institutions develop leaders in the church and in society, and they enable students to discover and 
pursue their professional goals. All Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)-related schools and   colleges are open to any  
qualified student regardless of race. 
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The HAAM Giving Tree 
 

APC will be manning the HAAM      
  Giving Tree in Deerbrook Mall on  
   Monday, December 8th from Noon  
    to 8p.m.  If you are willing to help    
    in this endeavor, the sign-up     
     sheet is in the narthex.  

Sign-up today! 

Please Donate Stuffing,  
Turkey Gravy Mixes & Toys ����

APC has chosen to provide stuffing and turkey gravy mixes.  
Please add those two items to your shopping list. They will 
need almost 2,000 boxes of each for Christmas dinners.  
Other churches will, of course, be participating; but as  
you can see the need is great.   
 
Also, don’t forget to include a gift for a child (infant  
through teens) when you are Christmas shopping.   
A receptacle will be provided in the narthex for  
your contributions. 

We need hundreds of  
volunteers for  

food and toy drives  
to assist with this effort. 

 
Please make plans to help  

H.A.A.M.  
help our community. 

 
Thank you! 

 
                                     Christmas Schedule 

 

                 Sort and Sack 
   Friday  DEC 12 10am-2pm 
   Saturday DEC 13 11am-1pm 
   Monday DEC 15 10am-2pm  
                                                 Distribution 
   Tuesday DEC 16 10am-2pm 
   Wednesday DEC 17 10am-2pm 
   Thursday DEC 18 10am-2pm 
   Friday  DEC 19 10am-2pm 
   Saturday DEC 20 10am-2pm 



 

 

 September  Jan - Sept 2008 

 Actual  Budget  Actual  Budgeted 

 Expense  Expense  Expense  Expense 

Expenses        

Personnel  $     15,876    $ 14,423    $      93,469    $ 104,454  

Office Operations          1,160         1,353              9,956         12,180  

Facilities          3,103         3,917            30,804  #       35,250  

Worship               57           918              9,647          8,258  

Christian Education             362           833              4,113          7,500  

Finance          3,201         3,880            34,220         34,920  

Congregational Life               -             167                 290          1,500  

Outreach             290             83                 568             750  

Mission          1,500         2,417            14,095         21,750  

Deaconate               -               58                 122             525  

Session               -                -                     -                 -    

Discipleship               -                -                     -                 -    

Communication             441           333              3,075          3,000  
            

Total Expenses        25,990       28,382          200,359       230,087  
        

Contributions        

Member Pledges        13,401       22,144          163,973       199,296  

Other contributions          3,357         4,417            50,433         39,750  

             Total contributions        16,758       26,561          214,406       239,046  

        

Revenue over (under) expenses  $     (9,232)   $  (1,822)   $      14,047    $     8,959  
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The Vision of  

Atascocita Presbyterian Church:  

Glorify God, Make Disciples,  

Meet Human Needs 
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Just a reminder of Mission at Work! 
 

1)    Bring your empty prescription bottles and deposit them in 
the "large brown pill bottle" in the narthex. These bottles are used 
as packing material by Medical Bridges, a mission organization 
that provides surgical equipment and medicinal materials to Third 
World Countries. 
2)  Bring in your old newspapers and magazines to church and 
place them in either of the two Paper Recycling receptacles on 
the east side of the parking lot. Abitibi Recycling pays us for  
recycling and that money goes towards new books for the library. 

Staff Email:   
Rev. Jackie Hannan, Pastor 
  jhannan@apchumble.org  
Linda Purves, Director of Christian Education   
 linda@apchumble.org  
Rich Hill, Youth Director 
 rich@apchumble.org 
Laurie Fortenbery, Office Administrator 
 laurie@apchumble.org  
Church:   apc@apchumble.org 

December Celebrations!  
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02 George & Vicky Eynon 
      Mark & Irina Nystrom 
03  Randy & Julie Rea 
18  Daryl & Kelly Munoz 
      Ron & Jill Spross 
21  Ronald & Nancy Morrison 
23  Bruce & Karen Menke 
26  Ron & Nancy Tribolet 
28  Russ & Carol Bixby 
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  1  Heather Beasley 
  2  Emma Henderson,  
      Craig Nodorft, 
      Jordan Tobin 
  3  Donald Frye III, Travis Harshaw, 
      Molly Hubbard, Susan Phillips, Carol Rhodes 
  7  Evelyn Beard 
  8  Debbie Becker, Addie Kephart 
  9  Cameron Franta, Dee Young 
10 Jane Frieders 
11 Brian Clary, David Gerald 
12 Jackson Clary, Ron Tribolet 
13 Nina Clary 
15 Leon Mendoza, George Williams 
16 Julie Bowman 
17 Tim Brown, Steve Butler 
18 Emily Rowan, Patricia Oliver 
19 Calista Tijmes 
20 Edgar Garcia 
21 Gary Denmon, Jr. 
24 Dolly Smith 
25 Nati Peterson 
26 Shelley Atkinson, Dick Bruns, Richard Munoz 
30 Kristin Boyce, Misty Rhodes 
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